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BILLABONG ROADHOUSE 
Statement 

HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West) [9.59 pm]: I just take this brief opportunity to raise an issue that is 
actually not in my electorate, but since I have plenty of members of the Mining and Pastoral Region present tonight, 
I ask each of them to have a look at the situation of some degree of business conflict at the Billabong Roadhouse, 
which I think would be in the Shire of Shark Bay. The issue has been brought to my attention by a number of people 
driving up and down, because a lot of the people of the south west go up to Shark Bay for the holidays. I think half 
the people in my area of Donnybrook and Nannup end up holidaying in Shark Bay, and they love it too; it is 
a fantastic spot. At the moment, as we drive to the Billabong Roadhouse we can see that it is obviously in conflict 
with its business neighbour, who has parked a truck right along the side of its boundary. That would be a bit tricky, 
but they have also attached a corrugated iron sheet to the top of the truck with steel struts directly in front of the 
signage of the Billabong Roadhouse. A little bit of competition is not a bad thing, but surely we all have to play 
by the rules. I would have suggested that a truck parked there is probably not the end of the world, but surely it is 
a bit over the top to put a significantly sized piece of corrugated iron with a couple of steel struts on top of the 
truck to make sure that nobody can see the signage for the Billabong Roadhouse coming from that direction. 
I take this opportunity to ask the Minister for Environment, because it is in his electorate, to have a look at that. 
I will send him the pictures that were sent to me of this particular circumstance. The other members in this house 
representing that electorate are Hon Ken Baston, Hon Jacqui Boydell—Hon Robin Scott is away on urgent 
parliamentary business saving the world — 
Hon Robin Scott interjected. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I am sorry, Hon Robin Chapple is away; Hon Robin Scott is here. Hon Kyle McGinn 
also represents that electorate. I forget, because he is in Kalgoorlie and we forget that it is still a part of the Mining 
and Pastoral Region. 
Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: It is the southern part of the state, Hon Kyle McGinn. 
I know there is a long way to drive in the Mining and Pastoral Region electorate and things are a long way apart. 
In the South West Region, everything is a bit closer and a reasonably fair bit nicer, but let us not go there! The 
Mining and Pastoral Region is a very broad seat. When all six of those members drive up past the 
Billabong Roadhouse on the way through their electorates, could they please have a look at that for me? It appears 
to me that we have somehow gone back to kindergarten to put that sort of obstruction in front of a competitor. If 
those members have the capacity to contact the Shire of Shark Bay, if they have some influence over those 
outcomes, I urge them to involve themselves. Let us at least have a fairly sensible approach. I do not mind healthy 
competition, I am all for it, but putting a piece of tin in front of a road sign I would say is probably a bit beyond 
the pale, and I hope members take the opportunity to do something about it. 
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